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Disclaimer Notice

Å This Study Guide to Texas Universities (ñStudy Guide ò) was produced by the Texas International 
Education Consortium (ñTIECò), 1103 West 24th Street, Austin, Texas 78705, U.S.A.  The 
materials contained herein are provided for informational purposes only. 

Å While TIEC has made every effort to ensure the accuracy, reliability, and completeness of the 
information in this Study Guide , TIEC makes no warranty, guarantee, or promise, express or 
implied, concerning the contents of this publication.  In no event will TIEC be liable for any direct, 
indirect, special, incidental, or consequential damages resulting from the use of or reliance upon the 
information contained in the Study Guide .  TIEC reserves the right to modify this publication at any 
time without notice.

Å Please note that with the exception of its own web pages, TIEC has no control over and is not 
responsible for the contents or accuracy of the various web sites to which this publication makes 
reference. 
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The State of Texas: Big and Diverse

Texas ïThe Lone Star State

ïState Motto: Friendship
ï692,000 sq. km. ï7.4% of the total U.S. land 

area
ïPopulation: 25 million 
ï35 Texas state universities
ï69 community colleges 
ï9 health - related institutions 
ï4 technical college systems
ï39 private colleges and universities  
ï532,226 students enrolled in public universities
ï29,191 international students enrolled in public 

universities

State Flag
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Why Study in Texas?

Å Texas has
ï A great variety of educational opportunities
ï A high concentration of students and young professionals

Å Texas is the 3rd most popular destination in the United 
States for international travelers

Å Over 6 million international visitors a year
Å Three of the ten largest U.S. cities are in Texas
Å Large cities in Texas are more affordable than large cities in 

California or New York
Å Texas is a good mix of urban and rural ïhome to both 

international high tech companies and large cattle ranches
Å Highly diverse geography provides endless opportunities for 

outdoor activities
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Where is Texas?

2,849 km

2,418 km

1,975 km

1,572 km
3,961 km

1,465 km

1,794 km
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Urban Texas: Big Cities

ÅMore than 84% of the Texas population lives in cities

ÅTexas cities are major centers of technology, 
industry, culture, and professional sports 

ÅTexas has 11 professional sports teams

ÅThere are over 600 cultural amenities such as 
museums, historic places, aquariums, parks, 
botanical gardens, zoos and planetariums

Austin Skyline
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Houston
ÅIs the 4 th largest city in the U.S.

ÅIs the 10 th largest port in the world, and a major 
port city for international shipping

ÅñEnergy Capital of the Worldò

ÅCenter for the Texas oil economy

ÅHome to

ïNASA and the Johnson Space Center

ïHouston Grand Opera

ïTexas Medical Center, one of the largest medical 
facilities in the U.S.

Houston Skyline
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Dallas/Fort Worth

ÅIs the 8 th largest city in the U.S.

ÅCenter of insurance, commercial marketing, and 
banking in Texas

ÅIndustrial center and leading financial center of 
the Southwestern United States

ÅHome to

ïMyerson Symphony Hall (on left)

ïKimball Art Museum

ïThe Stockyards (on right)
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San Antonio

Å Is the 10 th largest city in the U.S.

Å One of the largest produce exchange 

markets in America and a leading livestock center

Å Home to
ï the Alamo

ï the Paseo del Rio (the Riverwalk ïshopping, restaurants, and 
hotels along the San Antonio River)

ï Institute of Texan Cultures (the history of the many groups of 
people that settled in Texas ïNative Americans, Mexicans, 
Europeans, Cajuns, Africans, Asians, and Middle Easterners)

ïñTex-Mexò - a combination of Mexican and Texan cooking

ï Sea World

Paseo del Rio

The Alamo
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Austin

ÅThe capital of the State of Texas

ÅñSilicon Valley of the Southò 

ÅñLive Music Capital of the Worldò

ÅCommercial and diversified manufacturing center

ÅHome to
ïLive music every night of the week, ranging from country to 

punk to the blues 

ïTwo of the countryôs largest music festivals:  Austin City 
Limits , and South By Southwest (SXSW) , a large music, film, 
and technology festival

ïA growing film industry and the famous TV show ñAustin City 
Limitsò

ïThe Lyndon Baines Johnson (ñLBJò) Presidential Library and 
Museum

Downtown Austin
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Texas Landscape

Å80% of Texas land is covered with farms or ranches
ÅTexas is the biggest producer of oil, cattle, sheep, 

minerals, and cotton in America.
ïTexas has a cattle population of 16 million

ÅTexas has a highly diverse landscape, including
ïmountains
ïforests
ïwooded hills
ïprairies
ïdeserts
ïwetlands
ïsandy beaches

Lamar University

Texas A&M University ïCorpus Christi

West Texas A&M University
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Texas Outdoor Activities

ÅMost Texas cities have parks and golf courses
ÅThe varied geography across Texas provides sites 

for many activities: golfing, hiking, camping, 
biking, boating, fishing, scenic walks and drives, 
and horseback riding

ÅTexas produces award -winning wines; there are 
over 130 vineyards in Texas, and Texas is the 5th 
largest producer of wine in the U.S.
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Famous Texans

Å Many internationally famous people grew up, lived, studied in Texas or 
came to Texas for career opportunities:

ï Stevie Ray Vaughn , blues guitar legend

ï Yao Ming , center for the NBAôs Houston Rockets

ï Lance Armstrong , winner of multiple Le Tours de France

ï Chan Ho Park , baseball pitcher for the Texas Rangers in Arlington 
from 2002 -2005

ï Four U.S. Presidents have called Texas home: Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, Lyndon B. Johnson, George Bush, and George W. Bush

ï Sandra Bullock , movie star of ñSpeed,ò ñTwo Weeks Notice,ò and 
ñMiss Congenialityò

ï Michael Dell , President and founder of Dell Computer Corporation

ï In addition to, George Foreman, Willie Nelson, Kelly Clarkson, Carol 
Burnett, Roy Orbison, Walter Cronkite and Farrah Fawcett
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Applying for Admission: Step -by -Step

ÅChoose your field of study

ÅLocate schools offering your major

ÅReview admission requirements

ÅApply online

ÅHave an alternate plan

University of Houston

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/apps/ProgramInventory/ProgSearch.cfm
http://www.applytexas.org/
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Choosing a Major

ÅDiscuss it with your family

ÅResearch career opportunities in your 
country

ÅYou can change your major later, but 
save time and money by making any 
changes during your first year of 
study

The University of Texas at Tyler
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Choosing a University

ÅLocation: Piney Woods - Attractive small towns
and pine forests

Warm and humid 
spring and summers, 
rainy autumn months, 
and cool and humid 
winters

The University of Texas at Tyler

Stephen F. Austin State University

Sam Houston State University
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Choosing a University

ÅLocation: Gulf Coast - Miles of beaches and
many cultural attractions

Coastal breezes, 
warm and humid 
spring and 
summers, cool 
and humid 
winters

Lamar University

Texas Southern University

University of Houston campuses

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

The University of Texas at Brownsville
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Choosing a University

ÅLocation: South Texas Plains - ranching and
gateway to Mexico

Sunny 
springs, hot 
summers, 
and cool 
winters

The University of Texas at San Antonio

Texas A&M University-San Antonio

Texas A&M University-Kingsville

Texas A&M International University

The University of Texas-Pan American
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Choosing a University

ÅLocation: Hill Country - lakes, rivers, and
rolling hills

Mild sunny 
springs, warm 
and humid 
summers and 
fall months, 
cool and wet 
winters

Texas State University-San Marcos
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Choosing a University

Mild springs, hot 
and humid 
summers and 
pleasant winters.  
Greenest area of 
Texas.

ÅLocation: Prairies and Lakes - big cities,
night life, shopping, theme parks

Texas Womanôs University
University of North Texas
The University of Texas at Dallas

The University of Texas at Arlington
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Choosing a University

Mild springs, hot 
and humid 
summers and 
pleasant winters.  
Greenest area of 
Texas.

ÅLocation: Prairies and Lakes - Small towns

and farmland

Texas A&M University-Commerce

Tarleton State University

Texas A&M University

Prairie View A&M University
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Choosing a University

Windy and dry; hot 
summers and cold 
winters; only place 
in Texas to get 
snow yearly

ÅLocation: Panhandle - Great Plains

West Texas A&M University

Midwestern State University

Texas Tech University

Angelo State University
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Choosing a University

Warm days 
and cool 
nights; warm 
dry summers 
and cold 
winters

ÅLocation: Big Bend Country - mountains

and deserts

The University of Texas at El Paso

The University of Texas of the 

Permian Basin

Sul Ross State University
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Choosing a University

ÅSize of the School

- Would you be comfortable in the cosmopolitan 

atmosphere and fast pace of a large university?  

Or

- Would you prefer a smaller school with a friendly 

atmosphere, smaller class size, and individualized 
attention? 

University of Houston-Downtown

The University of Texas at Brownsville The University of Texas at San Antonio
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Texas Public University Enrollments, Fall 2010
Angelo State University

Lamar University

Midwestern  State University

Prairie View  A&M University

Sam Houston State University

Stephen F. Austin State University

Sul Ross State University

Tarleton State University

Texas A&M International University

Texas A&M University

Texas A&M University-Central Texas

Texas A&M University-Commerce

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

Texas A&M University-Galveston

Texas A&M University-Kingsville

Texas A&M University-San Antonio

Texas A&M University-Texarkana

Texas Southern University

Texas State University-San Marcos

Texas Tech University

Texas Womanôs University

The University of Texas at Arlington

The University of Texas at Austin

The University of Texas at Brownsville

The University of Texas at Dallas

The University of Texas at El Paso

The University of Texas at San Antonio

The University of Texas at Tyler

The University of Texas of the Permian Basin

The University of Texas-Pan American

University of Houston

University of Houston-Clear Lake

University of Houston-Downtown

University of Houston-Victoria

University of North Texas

West Texas A&M University

Total

6,860
13,969
6,133
8,781

17,236
12,829
2,047
9,340
6,853

49,129
2,317

10,280
10,033
1,867
6,586
3,120
1,803
9,557

32,572
31,587
14,008
32,975
51,195
6,855

17,128
20,051
30,258
6,446
4,063

18,744
38,752
8,099

12,900
4,695

36,067
7,839

552,974

Source: Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board ( www.thecb.state.tx.us, August 2011)

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/
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Choosing a University

ÅSize of City

ïSee university websites 
for information about the 
campus and surrounding city

The University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio

University of Houston-Downtown

http://www.tiec.org/about_affuni.html
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Choosing a University

ÅCost
ïAverage total estimated cost for 9 
monthsô full-time study for one student 
without dependents at a Texas public 
university, including living expenses, is 
$29,367 (see next page)

ïDepends on where you go to school,  
where you live, and your individual 
spending habits 
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Typical 9 -Month Costs at Texas Public Universities for Non -Resident Students
Institution Semester Credit Tution & Fees Books & Room & Transportation Personal Total

Hours Per Term Supplies Board Expenses

Angelo State University 15 $17,106 $1,500 $7,433 $2,450 $1,750 $30,239

Lamar University 15 $17,020 $1,468 $7,392 $2,304 $2,164 $30,348 

Midwestern State University 15 $8,204 $1,500 $6,816 $1,800 $1,536 $19,856

Prarie View A&M University 15 $14,974 $1,200 $6,738 $1,000 $1,000 $24,912 

Sam Houston State University 15 $16,718 $1,096 $8,446 $3,356 $1,750 $31,366

Stephen F. Austin State University 15 $16,734 $1,107 $8,186 $2,800 $1,729 $30,556 

Sul Ross State University 15 $15,060 $1,208 $6,426 $2,378 $1,500 $26,572 

Tarleton State University 15 $15,638 $1,174 $8,858 $1,111 $2,270 $29,051

Texas A&M International University 15 $15,858 $1,750 $6,918 $1,074 $2,288 $27,888

Texas A&M University 15 $23,870 $1,340 $8,200 $500 $2,262 $36,172

Texas A&M University-Central Texas 15 $15,638 $1,174 $8,858 $1,111 $2,270 $29,051

Texas A&M University-Commerce 15 $15,673 $1,400 $8,106 $2,070 $1,867 $29,116

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 15 $16,473 $1,199 $9,219 $1,599 $1,425 $29,915

Texas A&M University-Galveston 15 $17,378 $1,340 $8,200 $500 $2,262 $29,680 

Texas A&M University-Kingsville 15 $15,930 $1,300 $6,844 $2,326 $2,668 $29,068

Texas A&M University-San Antonio 15 $14,453 $1,300 $7,151 $2,326 $2,668 $27,898

Texas A&M University-Texarkana 15 $14,246 $1,354 $8,100 $2,648 $1,749 $28,097 

Texas Southern University 15 $16,762 $1,400 $12,530 $2,154 $2,293 $35,139

Texas State University-San Marcos 15 $17,620 $1,060 $7,520 $1,320 $2,120 $29,640 

Texas Tech University 15 $18,454 $1,200 $8,283 $2,000 $1,890 $31,827 

Texas Woman's University 15 $16,260 $1,020 $6,050 $1,176 $2,248 $26,754 

The University of Texas at Arlington 15 $16,458 $908 $7,554 $2,566 $1,528 $29,014

The University of Texas at Austin 15 $32,506 $874 $10,422 $1,200 $2,424 $47,426

The University of Texas at Brownsville 15 $15,384 $1,214 $10,931 $1,822 $1,822 $31,173

The University of Texas at Dallas 15 $28,194 $1,200 $8,788 $2,000 $1,930 $42,112

The University of Texas at El Paso 15 $16,258 $1,384 $11,140 $2,030 $1,664 $32,476

The University of Texas at San Antonio 15 $18,180 $1,000 $8,487 $2,660 $1,800 $32,127

The University of Texas at Tyler 15 $15,982 $1,301 $9,692 $1,896 $1,224 $30,095

The University of Texas of the Permian Basin 15 $15,898 $915 $4,661 $1,639 $1,924 $25,037

The University of Texas-Pan American 15 $15,368 $1,000 $7,565 $2,837 $1,869 $28,639

University of Houston 15 $18,059 $1,200 $9,800 $2,498 $2,624 $34,181

University of Houston-Clear Lake 15 $17,346 $1,050 $8,458 $3,238 $3,736 $33,828

University of Houston-Downtown 15 $14,792 $1,100 $8,600 $3,200 $6,198 $33,890 

University of Houston-Victoria 15 $15,220 $1,200 $8,344 $2,070 $2,054 $28,888

University of North Texas 15 $18,126 $1,050 $6,586 $2,150 $1,948 $29,860
West Texas A&M University 15 $15,507 $1,000 $6,600 $2,000 $2,000 $27,107 

* Costs include falland springsemesters

Costsbased on 15 undergraduate credit hours  per semester, and may not reflect mandatory health insurance, graduate or doctoral students, dependants, or individual programs. 

5ŀǘŀ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΩ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлммΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΦ ¢L9/ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀcy.
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Choosing a University

ÅHousing Options
ïUniversity dormitories are conveniently close to 

campus and classes and help you make new friends
ïPrivate dormitories can cost more than university 

dormitories but may offer more amenities (computer 
connections in rooms, maid service)

ïCooperative housing is cheaper than dormitories, is a 
good place for meeting more types of people and 
learning English.  Work around the cooperative is done 
by the residents.

ïApartments are quieter than either cooperatives or 
dormitories but also more isolated. They can be 
expensive, you will probably have to pay utility (electric, 
gas and water) bills, and you may have to provide 
furniture.  Make sure there is a bus route close to the 
apartment complex.
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Choosing a University

ÅStudent Life ïConsider:
ïDiversity of students and student organizations

ïNumber and variety of recreational activities 
(music, sports, art, outdoors, movies)

ïMale - to - female ratio

ïCultural amenities provided by the university 
or available in the city or surrounding area.  
Examples: cultural events, diverse types of 
restaurants, and religious organizations.

ïLook for links to ñcampus lifeò or ñstudent lifeò 
under ñprospective/future studentsò on 
university websites 

http://www.tiec.org/about_affuni.html
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Choosing a University

ÅFacilities and Resources

ïLibraries:  Does the university have specialized 
libraries for your field of study (music, science, 
international affairs)?

ïLaboratories for biology classes, chemistry 
classes, language classes

ïRecreational facilities: gymnasiums, swimming 
pools, fitness classes

ïAdvising/Counseling Resources: undergraduate 
and graduate advising, career counseling, 
student health center
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Choosing a University

ÅSafety
- Most universities have campus police on 

duty 24 hours per day

- You can request a security report from the 
university you are interested in 

- U.S. college crime statistics are readily 
available for comparison

http://ope.ed.gov/security
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Satisfying Admission Requirements

ÅGrade Point Average (GPA) Requirements
- Does your GPA meet your chosen universityôs 

admission requirements?  

- Some universities do not publish minimum GPA 
requirements but instead provide an average 
GPA of recently -admitted students. How does 
your GPA compare to the average?

Texas A&M University-Pan American
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Satisfying Admission Requirements

ÅTests

- You will probably need to take the TOEFL

ÅDepending on your field of study and your chosen 
universityôs admission requirements, you may 
also need to take the SAT, GRE, or GMAT 

- You can find information on taking these 
tests in your home country and submitting 
official test results at the following websites:

ÅTOEFL

ÅSAT

ÅGRE

ÅGMAT

http://www.toefl.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.gre.org/splash.html
http://www.mba.com/mba
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Satisfying Admission Requirements

ÅEssays, Statements of Purpose, and Letters of 
Recommendation
ïDepending on your field of study and your chosen 
universityôs admission requirements, the universityôs 
application may require essays, statements of purpose 
and letters of recommendation from your former 
teachers or employers.

ïEssays and statements of purpose are very important 
for your application and must be well written.  State 
your education background, work experience and goals.

ïThe university will have guidelines for the letters of 
recommendation. Give the guidelines to your former 
teachers and ask them to write letters of 
recommendation early.  The letters of recommendation 
are due by the admission deadline date. 
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Satisfying Admission Requirements

ÅEnglish Language Proficiency

ïYou may need additional English language 
training before you begin your university 
studies. 

ïConsider attending the Texas Intensive English 
Program (TIEP) for your English language and 
TOEFL preparation.

http://www.tiec.org/tiep/index.html
http://www.tiec.org/tiep/index.html
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Satisfying Admission Requirements

ÅAdmission requirements for MBA and 
selected engineering programs at Texas 
public universities are shown on the 
following pages.

ÅThese requirements are subject to 
change, so always be sure to check 
university websites as well

http://www.tiec.org/about_affuni.html
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Admission Requirements: Select MBA Degrees at Texas Public Universities

INSTITUTION GRADUATE 

PROGRAMS TOEFL SCORES

GPA 

REQUIREMENTS GMAT SCORES GRE SCORES

Angelo State University MBA; BBA, MBA-

Accounting

PBT 550, IBT 80 (GPA x 200) + GMAT = at 

least 1050, MBA-

Accounting pre-reqs. 2.5 

GPA in accounting I and II

No set score MPA (GPA x 200) + verbal 

GRE + analytical GRE = at 

least 1500

Lamar University General Emphasis MBA, 

MBA-Accounting

PBT 525, IBT 71 Average GPA 3.0 No less than 400 (GPA x 200) + GRE = or 

greater than 1350

Midwestern State

University

MBA Conditional admission  PBT 

527-547; unconditional 

admission PBT 550/IBT 79

3.0 last 60 hours (200 x upper level GPA) + 

GMAT = 1000.  Minimum 

GMAT 400

Not required to apply to 

MBA program

Prairie View A&M 

University

MBA-General Business 

Administration, MS 

Accounting

PBT 500 Minimum 2.45 Minimum 400 Not required to apply to 

MBA program

Sam Houston State 

University

MBA,  MS-Finance PBT 550, IBT 79 No set minimum 450 Not required to apply to 

MBA program

Stephen F. Austin State 

University

BBA, MPA-Accounting,

MBA, BBA-Finance, BBA-

International Business, 

BBA-Management

PBT 550, IBT 79 (Upper level GPA X 200) + 

GMAT = 1050, (Overall 

GPA x 200) + GMAT = 950 

(1000 for MBA); or 2.5 

GPA for MPA program

No set minimum Not required to apply to 

MBA program

Sul Ross State University MBA PBT 520 (Overall GPA x 200) + 

GMAT > 950 or (upper level 

GPA x 200) + GMAT > 

1000

450 minimum 1000 (average 400-500 

minimum each 

verbal/quantitative)

Tarleton State University MBA PBT 550, IBT 79 Minimum 3.0 GPA No set minimum Not required to apply to 

MBA program

Texas A&M International 

University

MBA, MBA International 

Banking, MBA-International 

Trade, MPAcc-

Accountancy,  MBA 

program taught in Spanish, 

PhD-International Business 

Administration

PBT 550, IBT 79

For PhD: PBT 600

3.0 GPA for last 60 hours, 

2.5 GPA OK for conditional 

admission

450 minimum                   or 

.

For MBA: 22 minimum 

Verbal                            or

900 minimum

400 minimum verbal

5ŀǘŀ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΩ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлммΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΦ ¢L9/ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀcy.



Study Guide to Texas Universities 

2012 by Texas International Education Consortium.  All rights reserved.  40

Admission Requirements: Select MBA Degrees at Texas Public Universities 
INSTITUTION GRADUATE 

PROGRAMS TOEFL SCORES

GPA 

REQUIREMENTS GMAT SCORES GRE SCORES

Texas A&M University MBA, MS Accounting, 

Accounting-Taxation, MS-

Finance 

MS: PBT 550

MBA: PBT 600, IBT 100

Average 3.3 GPA Verbal 22+, rank 50% or 

higher

Verbal 400+

Texas A&M University-

Central Texas

BS, BBA, MBA- Business; 

BBA, BS-Accounting; BBA, 

BS-Finance; BBA, BS-

Management; BS-

International Business

PBT 550 2.0 BBA, BS

3.0 MBA

Required Not required if submitting 

GMAT

Texas A&M University -

Commerce

MBA, MS-Finance PBT 500, IBT 60 Minimum 3.0; GRE/GMAT 

not required for GPA of 3.0 

or higher

500, 20 verbal                or 1000 minimum

Texas A&M University -

Corpus Christi

MBA (several 

concentration options), 

Accounting

PBT 550, IBT 79/80 Average GPA 3.30 Average GMAT score is 

550

Not required to apply to 

MBA program

Texas A&M University -

Kingsville

BBA, Accounting; BBA-

Finance; BBA-

Management; BBA-

International Business; 

BBA-General Business

PBT 550, IBT 79 No set minimum Not required Not required

Texas A&M University-San 

Antonio

BS-Accounting; BS-

Finance Management; 

MBA-Business 

Administration

PBT 550, IBT 79

Or  IELTS 6.0

Overall GPA x200 + 

GMAT= minimum 970   or

GPA last 60 hours 

x200+GMAT=minimum 150

Required Not required

Texas A&M University-

Texarkana

BBA, MS, MBA-Business

Administration; BBA, MSA-

Accounting

PBT 550, IBT 79 Minimum 2.5 last 60 hours No set score Not required to apply to 

MBA program

Texas Southern University MBA General Business, 

BS-Accounting

PBT 550, IBT 79 Average GPA 3.0 Required                         or Minimum 3.5 analytical 

writing

Texas State University-San 

Marcos

MBA- Accounting, MBA-

Technology

PBT 550, or IBT 78 with 

four minimum section 

scores of 19 reading, 19 

listening, 19 speaking, 18 

writing

(Upper level GPA X 200)+ 

GMAT=1050, or (Overall 

GPA X 200) + GMAT= 

1000.

No set score Not required to apply to 

MBA program
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Admission Requirements: Select MBA Degrees at Texas Public Universities

INSTITUTION
GRADUATE 

PROGRAMS TOEFL SCORES

GPA 

REQUIREMENTS GMAT SCORES GRE SCORES

Texas Tech University MSA, PhD-Accounting; 

MBA-General Business;  

MS, PhD-Business 

Administration; IMBA-

International Business 

PBT 550 No set minimum Average GMAT score 580-

600

Not required to apply to 

MBA program

Texas Woman's University MBA; Executive MBA; 

MHSM-Health Systems 

Management

PBT 550, IBT 79 3.0 Not required Not required to apply to 

MBA, MHSM programs

The University of Texas at 

Arlington
MS, PhD-Finance; MS, 

MPA, PhD-Accounting; 

MBA-International 

Business; MBA; MBA 

Professional Cohort; MS-

Health Care

PBT 550, IBT 79 with 

section scores that meet or 

exceed 22 writing, 21 

speaking, 20 reading, 16 

listening

(GPA x 200)+GMAT= at 

least 1120 or overall GPA 

of 3.0; minimum Accounting 

GPA 2.8; average GPA 3.5

Average GMAT 560 Not required to apply to 

MBA program

The University of Texas at 

Austin
BBA, MBA-Business 

Administration; BBA/MPA, 

MPA, PhD-Accounting; 

PhD-Finance

PBT 550, IBT 79 Average 3.25, MPA 

average 3.78, MBA 

average 3.43

Minimum 3.0

MPA GMAT average 667

MBA GMAT average 686

GRE or GMAT

The University of Texas at 

Brownsville

MBA; BBA-Accounting; 

BBA-International 

Business; BBA-

Management

PBT 500, IBT 61 Minimum 2.3 GPA overall

Minimum 3.0 GPA for 

foundation courses

400 GMAT                 or 400 verbal, 400 

quantitative, 4.0 analytical 

writing 

The University of Texas at 

Dallas

BS, MS-Accounting or 

Accounting/Fast track; BS-

Accounting/ Information 

Mgt.: MS-Management & 

Administrative Science; BS, 

MBA-Business 

Administration

PBT 550, IBT 80 3.0 GPA or better on upper 

division work or "adequate" 

preparation for graduate 

classes; For BS: class rank 

of top 15% or SAT 1200/ 

Act 26

Average GMAT score is 

570

Not required to apply to 

MBA program

The University of Texas at 

El Paso

BBA, MAcc-Accounting; 

BBA-Finance; BBA, MBA-

Business Administration; 

PhD-International Business

PBT 600 No minimum No minimum Not required to apply to 

MBA program
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Admission Requirements: Select MBA Degrees at Texas Public Universities

INSTITUTION GRADUATE 

PROGRAMS TOEFL SCORES

GPA 

REQUIREMENTS GMAT SCORES GRE SCORES

The University of Texas at 

San Antonio

BBA, MBA, PhD-

Accounting; MACY-

Accountancy; BBA, MS, 

MBA, PhD-Finance; BBA-

Management; BBA, MBA-

International Business; 

MBA-Business 

Administration; Executive 

MBA; PhD-Business 

Administration

BBA/MBA/MS/MACY: 

minimum PBT 500, IBT 61

PhD: minimum PBT 550, 

IBT 79

(Participation in UTSA 

English Language 

Assessment Program 

required for students with 

TOEFL below 600/250 

before registration. ) 

Minimum 2.5

MBA average 3.2 GPA

MBA /MACY required

MBA average 600

MS Finance: GMAT or 

GRE

PhD: GMAT or GRE

Not required to apply to 

MBA/MACY program

The University of Texas at 

Tyler

MBA, MSN/MBA-Nursing PBT 550, IBT 79 MSN/MBA: 3.0 last 60 

hours

MSN/MBA minimum 500 In rare cases the GRE 

may be accepted in place 

of GMAT for MBA

The University of Texas at 

Permian Basin

BBA, MPA-Accounting; 

BBA-Finance; BBA-

Management; MBA; MBA 

online

PBT 550, IBT 79 BBA: minimum SAT or 

ACT scores depend on 

class rank, see schoolôs 

website for further 

information

(GPA x 200)+GMAT= 

1120

Not required to apply to 

MBA program

The University of Texas -

Pan American

MBA, PhD-Business 

Administration; 

Professional MBA 

(Saturday classes and 

online); BBA, MS-

Accounting; MAcc-

Accountancy; MS-

Healthcare Administration; 

BBA-Finance; BBA-

Management; BBA-

International Business

PBT 500, IBT 61 BBA: minimum 2.0 GPA, 

SAT 850, ACT 18

MS: minimum 2.75 GPA

Accounting: 2.5 GPA 

overall, minimum 3.0 for 

foundation courses

400 minimum

MAcc: (GPA x 200) + 

GMAT=1050

PhD: GMAT or GRE

Not required to apply to 

MBA program
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INSTITUTION
GRADUATE 

PROGRAMS TOEFL SCORES

GPA 

REQUIREMENTS GMAT SCORES GRE SCORES

University of Houston BBA, MS-Accountancy; 

PhD-Accountancy and 

Taxation; BBA, MBA-

Business Administration; 

MS, PhD-Finance; PhD-

Management

PBT 603, IBT 100 3.0 GPA, average of 

current students is 3.2 

GPA

BBA: Class rank: top 

20%+1200 SAT or 26 

ACT, 21-50% + 1250 SAT 

+ 28 ACT, or 51% or 

lower = 1250 SAT or 28 

ACT + individual review

No set score Not required to apply to 

MBA program

University of Houston -

Clear Lake

BS, BAS, MHA/MBA-

Health Care; BS, MS, 

MBA-Finance; BS, MS-

Accounting; BS, MS-

Professional Accounting

PBT 550, IBT 79 3.0 Will consider lower but 

prefer above 450

Not required to apply to 

MBA program

University of Houston-

Downtown

BBA-Accounting; BBA-

Finance; BBA-

International Business 

PBT 550 Minimum 1500 SAT

Satisfactory ACT score

No set score Not required

University of Houston-

Victoria

BBA-Accounting; BBA-

Finance; BBA-General 

Business; BBA-Health 

Care; BBA-International 

Business; BBA-Business 

Administration; MBA

PBT 550, IBT 79 Minimum 2.5 Minimum 450 (verbal and 

quantitative combined)

Not required to apply to 

MBA program

University of North Texas BBA, BS, MS, PhD-

Accounting; BBA, MS, 

MBA, PhD-Financing; 

MBA, PhD-Business 

Administration

PBT 550, IBT 79  

Completion of IELI level 6 

substitutes for this.  

2.7 for undergrad No set score Not required to apply to 

MBA program

West Texas A&M 

University

MPA-Accounting ; MBA, 

MBA-online; MSFE-

Finance/Economics

PBT 550, IBT 79 3.0-4.0  or conditional 2.5 50
th

percentile  or 25
th

percentile in one or more 

categories

Not required to apply to 

MBA program
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INSTITUTION COMPUTER SCIENCE & 

ENGINEERING 

PROGRAMS

TOEFL SCORES GPA REQUIREMENTS FOR 

GRADUATE PROGRAMS

GRE SCORES

Angelo State University BS/BBA-Computer Science 

(combined program with 

business)

PBT 550, IBT 79 ACT minimum 17

SAT minimum 430 reading

Not required

Lamar University BS, MS-Computer Science;

BS, MS, ME-Electrical

Engineering; BS, MES, 

Doctor of Engineering (not 

PhD)-Mechanical 

Engineering; BS, Master of 

Engineering Management, 

ME, MES, Doctor of 

Engineering-Civil 

Engineering

Computer Science: PBT 550

Engineering: PBT 525, IBT 

71

Computer Science: 3.0 

overall or 3.3 last 60 hours

Engineering: 

(GPA x 200) + GRE= 1350

Required

Midwestern State University BS, BA-Computer Science Unconditional: PBT 573

Conditional: PBT 500

Unavailable Not required

Prairie View A&M University BS, MS-Computer Science; 

BS, MS-Electrical 

Engineering; BS, MS-

Mechanical Engineering; BS, 

MS-Civil Engineering

PBT 550 3.0 GPA

2.75 for Conditional

admission

BS: SAT 820/ ACT 17

900 GRE or 

700 GRE for conditional 

admission

Sam Houston State 

University

BS, MS-Computer Science PBT 550, IBT 79 2.75 last 60 hours Minimum 300 verbal, 600 

quantitative

Stephen F. Austin State 

University

BS, MS-Computer Science PBT 550, IBT 80 BS: based on school rank 

and SAT/ACT scores

Average GRE 450-500
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INSTITUTION COMPUTER SCIENCE & 

ENGINEERING 

PROGRAMS

TOEFL SCORES GPA REQUIREMENTS

FOR GRADUATE 

PROGRAMS

GRE SCORES

Sul Ross State University BS-Computer Science PBT 520 3.0 overall or 2.5 last 60 

hours

Minimum ACT 20/ SAT 

920

Tarleton State University BS-Computer Science 

(Engineering takes first 2 

years, then transfer to UT 

Arlington or Texas A&M to 

complete)

PBT 520 IBT 68 2.8 overall or 2.0 last 60 

hours

SAT 1110/ ACT 24

SAT 950/ ACT 20 may be 

considered

Texas A&M University BS, MS, MCS, PhD-

Computer Science; BS, 

MS, PhD- Electrical 

Engineering; BS, MS, 

PhD-Mechanical 

Engineering; BS, MS, ME, 

PhD, Doctor of 

Engineering-Civil 

Engineering

Computer Science: PBT 

550

Engineering: PBT 600, 

IBT 80

Civil Engineering: 2.85

Mechanical Engineering

average SAT score 1289

Electrical Engineering 

average scores: 781/800 

quantitative, 512/800  

verbal, 3.7/6.0 writing

Mechanical and Civil 

Engineering average 

scores: 768 quantitative, 

679 analytical

Texas A&M University-

Central Texas

BS-Computer Science PBT 550 2.0 Not required

Texas A&M University-

Commerce

BS, MS-Computer 

Science

PBT 500 Minimum SAT 920/ ACT 

20

Not necessary, but submit 

if taken

Texas A&M University-

Corpus Christi

BS, MS-Computer 

Science; BS-Mechanical 

Engineering

PBT 550, IBT 79-80 Average 3.0 GPA 1050

Texas A&M University-

Galveston

BS-Maritime Engineering PBT 550 SAT 480 verbal or ACT 19 Not required
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INSTITUTION COMPUTER SCIENCE & 

ENGINEERING PROGRAMS

TOEFL SCORES GPA REQUIREMENTS FOR 

GRADUATE PROGRAMS

GRE SCORES

Texas A&M University-

Kingsville

BS, MS-Computer Science; BS, 

MS-Electrical Engineering; BS, 

MS-Mechanical Engineering, 

BS, MS-Civil Engineering

PBT 550, IBT 79-80 Average 3.0 1000

Texas A&M University-

Texarkana

BS-Computer Science; BS-

Electrical Engineering

PBT 550, IBT 79 Class rank under top 10%: 

minimum 2.75 GPA = Act 18-19 

or SAT 870-940; top 25% Act 

20 or SAT 950

Not required

Texas Southern University BS, MS-Computer Science PBT 500 3.0 GPA last 60 hours or 2.5 

overall

SAT 820 or ACT 17

Texas State University-San 

Marcos

BS, BA, MS, MA-Computer 

Science; BSE-Electrical 

Engineering; BSE-Mechanical 

Engineering

PBT 550 2.75 for Graduate program Computer science 1000

Texas Tech University BS, MS, PhD-Computer 

Science; BS, MSI, PhD-

Electrical Engineering; BS-

Computer Engineering; BS, 

MSI, PhD-Mechanical 

Engineering; BS, MSI, PhD-Civil 

Engineering

Computer Science: PBT 600, 

IBT 100;

Electrical Engineering: PBT 500

Mechanical Engineering: PBT 

550, IBT 79;

Civil Engineering: PBT 550/600

Engineering: minimum 3.0 last 

60 hours

Average score 1200

Texas Womanôs UniversityBS-Computer Science PBT 550, IBT 79 Top 50% : minimum 2.0     

Average GPA 2.8

SAT 1000 (verbal and math)

Act 21

The University of Texas at 

Arlington

BS, MS, Master in Computer 

Science, PhD-Computer 

Science; BS, MS, ME, PhD-

Electrical Engineering; BS, MS, 

ME, PhD-Mechanical 

Engineering; BS, MS, ME, PhD-

Civil Engineering

Comp. Science: PBT 600;

Electrical Eng.: PBT 560;

Mechanical Eng.: PBT 550, IBT 

84; Mechanical Eng. PhD: PBT 

560, IBT 89;

Civil Eng.: PBT 550, IBT 79

BS: 2.25 GPA

Comp. Science MS: 3.0 overall, 

3.2 on computer science 

coursework

Electrical Eng. MS: 3.2, PhD 3.5

Mechanical Eng. MS: 3.0 last 

60 hours, PhD 3.5 last 60  

hours

BS: SAT 1200 or ACT 21

Comp. Science MS: 1150 

verbal and quantitative, PhD 

1250 and 80% or higher on the 

Comp. Science GRE

Electrical Eng. MS: 720 

quantitative, 500 verbal, 4 

writing, PhD 750 quantitative, 

500 verbal, 4 writing

Mechanical Eng. MS: 400 

verbal, 700 quantitative, PhD 

450 verbal, 750 quantitative
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ENGINEERING PROGRAMS

TOEFL SCORES GPA REQUIREMENTS FOR 

GRADUATE PROGRAMS

GRE SCORES

The University of Texas at 

Austin

BS-Electrical Engineering; BS, 

MSE, PhD-Mechanical

Engineering; BS, MSE, PhD-

Civil Engineering; MSE, PhD-

Electrical and Computer 

Engineering

Mechanical Engineering: 

PBT 550;

Civil Engineering: PBT 610

Minimum 3.0 GPA

Civil Engineering 3.6

Mechanical Engineering 3.62

BS: see department for 

SAT/ACT requirements

Electrical Engineering 1300; 

Mechanical Engineering 

average score 550 verbal, 

770/780 quantitative, 4.5 

writing; Civil Engineering 

average score 535 verbal, 760 

quantitative, 695 analytical

The University of Texas at 

Brownsville

BS-Computer Science; BS-

Mechanical Engineering

PBT 550 Unavailable Not required

The University of Texas at 

Dallas

BS, MS, PhD-Computer 

Science; BSEE, MSEE, PhD-

Electrical Engineering; BS, MS-

Mechanical Engineering

PBT 550 Comp. Science MS: 3.0 last 60 

hours/ 3.3 in quantitative 

courses, PhD 3.5; Electrical 

Eng. MS: 3.0, PhD 3.5; 

Mechanical Eng. MS: 3.0

Comp. Science 500 verbal, 700 

quantitative, 4 writing; Comp. 

Science PhD 1200 (verbal and 

quantitative), or 1800 (all three);  

Electrical Eng. 500 verbal, 700 

quantitative, 4 writing.  Required 

for Mechanical Eng.

The University of Texas at El 

Paso

BS, MS, PhD-Computer

Science; BS, MS-Electrical 

Engineering; BS, MS-

Mechanical Engineering; BS, 

MS, PhD-Civil Engineering

BS: PBT 500, IBT 61

Civil Eng. PBT 550

Comp. Science and Mechanical 

Eng. 3.0 GPA, 

Civil Eng. 2.75 GPA,

Electrical Eng. PhD 3.4 GPA

Required.

Mechanical Engineering 

minimum 1000 combined 

scores, with a minimum 450 

verbal

The University of Texas at San 

Antonio

BS, MS, PhD-Computer

Science; BS, MS, PhD-

Electrical Engineering; BS, MS-

Mechanical Engineering; BS, 

MS, MCE-Civil Engineering

PBT 550, IBT 79

Comp. Science MS, Electrical 

Eng., Mechanical Eng.: PBT 

500, IBT 61

PhD: PBT 550, IBT 79

Average 3.0 GPA Required for Electrical 

Engineering (MS, PhD), Civil 

Engineering (MS, MCE),  

Mechanical Engineering (MS), 

Computer Science (PhD)

The University of Texas at Tyler BS, MS, MSCS-Computer 

Science; BS, MS-Electrical

Engineering; BS, MS-

Mechanical Engineering; BS, 

MS-Civil Engineering

PBT 550, IBT 79 BS: ACT or SAT

GPA last 60 hours

No set score
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INSTITUTION COMPUTER SCIENCE & 

ENGINEERING 

PROGRAMS

TOEFL SCORES GPA REQUIREMENTS

FOR GRADUATE 

PROGRAMS

GRE SCORES

The University of Texas of 

the Permian Basin

BS, MS-Computer Science;

BS-Mechanical 

Engineering

PBT 550, IBT 79 MS: (GPA x 200) + 

GRE=1600

BS depends on class rank 

and ACT/SAT scores, see 

department website for 

further details

No set score

The University of Texas-

Pan American

BS, BSCS, MS-Computer

Science; BS, MS-Electrical 

Engineering; BS, MS-

Mechanical Engineering

Computer Science PBT 

500

Electrical Eng. MS: 3.0

Mechanical Eng. MS: 2.75

Act 18/ SAT 850

See department website for 

further information

University of Houston BS-Computer Science-

Business; BS-Computer 

Science Systems; BS, 

MEE, MSEE, PhD-

Electrical Engineering; BS, 

MME, MS, PhD-Mechanical 

Engineering; BS, MS, 

MCE, PhD-Civil 

Engineering

Electrical Engineering: PBT

580, IBT 92;

Mechanical and Civil 

Engineering: PBT 550, IBT 

79

Engineering: Average 3.0  

GPA

Electrical Engineering: 

average scores are greater 

than 450 on verbal, greater 

than 750 on quantitative, 

greater than 4.0 on writing; 

Mechanical Engineering: 

average 770-780 on 

quantitative

University of Houston-Clear 

Lake

BS, MS-Computer Science PBT 550, IBT 79 3.0 GPA last 60 hours GRE 1000 for verbal and 

quantitative, a minimum of 

350 for verbal

University of Houston-

Victoria

BS-Computer Science; MS-

Computer Information 

Systems

PBT 550, IBT 79 (GPA last 60 hours x 200) 

+ GRE                     or

(GPA last 6 hours x 200) + 

(GMAT x 2)

GRE or GMAT required

University of North Texas BS, MS, PhD-Computer 

Science; BS, MS-Electrical 

Engineering

PBT 580 Average GPA 3.0 last 60 

hours

PhD 3.5 last 60 hours

MS/PhD require GRE

MS/PhD average score 

700 quantitative, 400 

verbal, 4.0 analytical writing 

(4.5 for PhD)
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Institution Fees
Fall 
Semester

Spring 
Semester Summer

Angelo State University $50 Jun10 Nov1 Mar 15

Lamar University $75 Jun1 Nov1 Mar 15

Midwestern State University $50 Mar 31 Aug1

Prarie View A&M University $50 May11 Oct1 *Mar 1

Sam Houston State University

undergraduate $75 Jun25 Nov12 Apr9, May10

graduate $20 Jun25 Nov12 *Apr 9, May10

Stephen F. Austin State University $50 Jun1 Nov1 Apr1, May1

Sul Ross State University $50 Jul1 Nov15 May1

Tarleton State University $130 May31 10/31 Apr1

Texas A&M International University

undergraduate no fee Apr30 Oct1 Apr30

graduate $25 Apr30 Nov30 Apr30

Texas A&M University~ $75 Jan15 Aug1

Texas A&M University-Central Texas

undergraduate $130 no deadlines

graduate $130 see department websites

Texas A&M University-Commerce $50 Jun1 Nov1 Mar 15

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi $50/ $70 grad May1 Sep1 Feb1

Texas A&M University-Galveston $45 Mar 1 Sep1 Mar 1

Texas A&M University-Kingsville $50 Jun1 Oct1 Apr1

Texas A&M University-San Antonio $50 Jun1 Oct1 Apr1

Texas A&M University-Texarkana $25 Jul15 Dec1 Apr15

Texas Southern University $75 May31 Oct1 Jul 15(MBA)

~These are undergraduate only.  See departments for graduate deadlines
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Institution Fees
Fall 
Semester

Spring 
Semester Summer

Texas State University-San Marcos

undergraduate $75 May1 Oct1 Jun 15

graduate $90 May1 Oct1 Mar 15, May1

Texas Tech University $125 Apr1 Oct1 Apr1

Texas Woman's University $75 Mar 1 Jul1 Feb1

The University of Texas at Arlington $70 May1 Oct1 Mar 1

The University of Texas at Austin $90 Dec 11 Oct1 Dec1^

The University of Texas at Brownsville no fee/ $30 grad Jul1 Dec1 May1, Jun1

The University of Texas at Dallas $100 May1 Sep1 Mar 1

The University of Texas at El Paso $65 May1 Oct1 Mar 1

The University of Texas at San Antonio

undergraduate $40 Jun1 Oct15 Mar 1

graduate $85 Apr1 Sep1 Mar 1^

The University of Texas at Tyler $50 May31 Oct31 Feb28

The University of Texas of the Permian Basin no fee Jul 15 Nov15 Apr15

The University of Texas-Pan American

undergraduate no fee Jul1 Nov1 Apr1, May1

graduate $80/$85 PhD see department websites

University of Houston $75 Apr1 Oct1 Apr1^

University of Houston-Clear Lake $75/$125 PhD Jun1 Oct1 Mar 1

University of Houston-Downtown $60 May1 Oct1 Apr1

University of Houston-Victoria no fee Jun1 Oct1 Apr1

University of North Texas $75 Mar 15 Sep15
Jan 15,Feb15, 
Mar 15

West Texas A&M University $75 Jun1 Nov1

*Undergraduate only

**Comp. Science has different deadlines

~These are undergraduate only.  See departments for graduate deadlines
^Check department websites5ŀǘŀ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΩ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ, August 2011, and is subject to change without notice. TIEC cannot guarantee accuracy.



Study Guide to Texas Universities 

2012 by Texas International Education Consortium.  All rights reserved.  51

Conditional Admission

ÅStudents who plan to study at the Texas 
Intensive English Program for a minimum of 8 
weeks can apply for a letter of conditional 
admission from some of the Texas universities 
and colleges.

ÅThese letters of conditional admission state 
what the universities require before the 
student will be admitted to the university. 

ÅThe conditions may include more English 
language study, certain test scores, certain 
courses, etc. 

http://www.tiec.org/tiep/conditional.php
http://www.tiec.org/tiep/index.html
http://www.tiec.org/tiep/index.html
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University Admission: 10 Essentials

1. Complete the application form completely 

and correctly.

ïSpell your name as it appears in English on your 
passport. 

ïDo not abbreviate any names. 

ïDo not use nicknames.

ïDo not omit any details.

TIEP computer lab
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University Admission: 10 Essentials 

2. Spell Your Name the Same Each Time.
ïIf documents or test scores arrive in the admission 

office with different spellings, the university may 
not know whether the documents belong to you or 
to someone else.

ïAdding or deleting a hyphen, space, or letter to your 
name can result in misfiling or losing your document or  
test score.  

TIEP class picnic
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University Admission: 10 Essentials

3. Submit Only OFFICIAL Documents and 
Test Scores 
ïUniversities will generally NOT accept faxes or photocopies of 

documents - original or official credentials are required
ïThe stamp and original signature of a school official must 

appear on your transcripts.
ïIf the transcript is not in English, you should have it translated 

by your school or by a recognized translation agency 
ïBoth the transcript and the translation in the original or official 

form should be submitted.
ïOfficial test scores are those ordered directly from the testing 

agency to the university - universities will NOT accept your 
student copy of a test score as official.
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University Admission: 10 Essentials

4. Know the Universityôs Deadline Date

ïDeadline dates differ from university to university  

ïDeadline dates can also differ within the university 
for different classifications of applicants, e.g., 
American, international, graduate, undergraduate 

TIEP students



Study Guide to Texas Universities 

2012 by Texas International Education Consortium.  All rights reserved.  56

University Admission: 10 Essentials

5. Meet the Universityôs Deadline Date
ïALL required documents must be received in the 
Admissions Office by the universityôs deadline date.

ïIf you cannot arrange for a test score or other document 
to reach the school by the deadline date, make a written 
request for a waiver of the deadline date for that 
particular item.

ïSome universities will approve your request but other 
universities will not consider late arriving documents.

ïPlan ahead - be sure to allow plenty of time for 
documents to reach the university. 

ïSubmit your documents before the deadline to allow for 
any lost mail or mistakes. 
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University Admission: 10 Essentials

6. Submit All Required Documents

ïALL required documents must be received before 
the university will grant admission 

ïThe university will inform you if documents can be 
submitted upon or after your arrival, but generally 
late submission is not allowed.  

TIEP student and faculty picnic
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University Admission: 10 Essentials

7. Know Exactly What is Required for Admission, 

Registration and Housing
ïAdmission requirements and procedures differ from 

university to university .  Make sure that you have 
done your research on each university that you apply to.

ïYour admission may be delayed or prevented because 
you did not know that a photograph, essay, or 
recommendation letter was required.

ïRead the information sent to you by the university 
carefully.  For example, the university may require you 
to live in a university dormitory when that was not your 
plan.

West Texas A&M University
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University Admission: 10 Essentials

8. Understand and Accept the Admission Standards 
of the University of your choice, and Be Realistic.
ïIt is not wise to apply to a university if your academic 

record or test scores do not meet the stated minimum 
requirements.

ïIf a university describes its admission policy as selective
or competitive and your academic record is ñaverage,ò 
there is LITTLE chance that you will be admitted.

ïUniversities with competitive or selective admission 
accept only applicants with the highest test scores and 
academic records - even if you have excellent grades 
and high test scores in excess of the universityôs stated 
requirement, you can still lose your admission to other 
applicants with better academic records and test scores.  
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University Admission: 10 Essentials

9. Apply To More Than One School
ïYou may dream of going to a big, famous school, but if 

you apply to only one university and your application is 
not successful, you have nowhere to go.

ïIt is wiser to apply to several universities, then you can 
choose among the schools that offer you admission. 

Texas A&M International UniversityThe University of Texas
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University Admission: 10 Essentials

10. Begin Your Academic Study with Sufficient English

Language Skills.
ïIt is unwise to have to struggle and damage your Grade 

Point Average (GPA) at the university because your 
English language skills are weak.

ïDo not start until you are ready - the better your English 
skills are , the easier the ñcreditò classes will be for you.

TIEP students

http://www.tiec.org/tiep/index.html
http://www.tiec.org/tiep/index.html
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Financing Your Education

ÅEvidence of Sufficient Funds
ïYou will be required to submit evidence to 

the university and to the U.S. Embassy 
that you have sufficient funds available for 
your financial support during your studies 
in the U.S.   
ïImmigration documentation (I -20/DS2019) 

cannot be issued by the university until this 
information is on file.
ïThe university will provide specific dollar 

amounts and the forms you will need to 
comply with this requirement.
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Financing Your Education

ÅFinancial Aid
ïIf you plan to apply for an assistantship or scholarship, 

you should begin the process EARLY.

ïThe university will provide you with information about 
the availability of scholarship assistance if you request 
such information.

ïFinancial awards to international students are merit -
based only, not need -based.  

ïTo prevent delays in completing your admission 
application, submit your financial guarantee even if your 
application for a scholarship or assistantship is still 
pending.
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Alternate Plans
ÅWaiting is the Hardest Part
ïThe universities will respond to your application, but 

perhaps not as quickly as you would like.

ïCorrespondence by e -mail rather than the postal service 
is now shortening the process - be sure to include your 
e-mail address, if you have one, on the application form.

ïYou will be informed if there are any documents required 
to determine your admission that have not yet been 
received by the university ïbe sure to submit the 
requested documents promptly.

ïInform the university immediately if the 
Admissions Office requests documents that you 
have already submitted. 

ïIf documents are requested that you are unable to 
supply, tell the university the reason you cannot supply 
them and the university will let you know if the 
requirement can be waived. 
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Alternate Plans

ÅWhat if Your Application is Rejected?
ïIf your application for admission is denied, the 

university will inform you in writing, usually stating 
the reason for the denial.

ïIf the denial is based upon something you can  
improve, such as a low TOEFL score, you can take 
additional English language courses , re - take the 
TOEFL, and apply for admission to the university 
again.  

ïIf you have applied to other universities, you may 
have the option of enrollment at another university 
where you have been admitted.

http://www.tiec.org/tiep/index.html
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Alternate Plans

ÅToo Many Choices?
ïIf you are admitted to more than one 

university, quickly decide which one you 
plan to attend.

ïReturn the immigration forms (I - 20 or DS 
2019) to the universities that you have 
declined, with a brief letter or note 
informing them that you have accepted 
admission elsewhere.
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Preparing My English Language Ability for 
Study at a U.S. University

ÅImportance of English Language Ability 
in a U.S. College or University

- Whether you have a sufficient TOEFL score 
or not, you may want to improve your 
English skills before enrolling in a U.S. 
college or university.

- For all fields of study, from Liberal Arts to 
Natural Sciences, U.S. colleges and 
universities require a high level of 
competence in English.

http://www.tiec.org/tiep/index.html
http://www.tiec.org/tiep/index.html
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Preparing My English Language Ability for 
Study at a U.S. University

ÅThe Four Basic Skills
- Speaking : University courses in all fields of study expect 

students to ask and answer questions in class, participate 
in class discussion, work with other students on class 
projects, and give oral presentations. Some degrees also 
require oral comprehensive exams.

- Listening : Many university courses are taught in a lecture 
format that requires students to have good English 
listening comprehension and note - taking skills. Students 
also have to understand each other during class 
discussions and presentations.

- Reading : Courses in all fields of study have lengthy 
reading assignments.  The ability to read quickly in English 
and the development of an advanced academic vocabulary 
will assist with homework and research projects.  

- Writing : Writing requirements include answering essay 
questions on timed tests and writing short reports as well 
as major research papers, theses, and dissertations in 
prescribed formats
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Preparing My English Language Ability for 
Study at a U.S. University

ÅTIECôs University Express

ïA comprehensive, customized program for 
students desiring to enroll in a U.S. university

ïProvides rigorous intensive English language 
preparation, training in academic study skills 
to meet the challenge of U.S. university 
standards, and individualized instruction, 
assessment, and advising 

Students attending TIEPôs 

in-house University Fair

http://www.tiec.org/uex/
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Preparing My English Language Ability for 
Study at a U.S. University

ÅUniversity Express

- English for Academic Purposes course

- Study Skills Class

- Group and individual instruction on how to develop 
effective study habits, manage time, organize 
materials, strengthen critical thinking skills and 
manage stress

- Academic Advising

- Tutorials

ÅTutors meet with students every week.

ÅTutorials include individual needs assessment

ÅTutors monitor each studentôs progress.

http://www.tiec.org/uex/
http://www.tiec.org/tiep/academic.php
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Preparing My English Language Ability for 
Study at a U.S. University

ÅUniversity Express

- Preparation for standardized tests (TOEFL, SAT, GRE, 
GMAT, LSAT, MCAT) as needed

- Students are oriented to U.S. university culture and 
trained to communicate effectively with Americans 
through

ÅSocial, academic and cultural information

ÅCultural observation exercises 

ÅStructured intercultural exercises

http://www.tiec.org/uex/
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Preparing My English Language Ability for 
Study at a U.S. University

ÅUniversity Express

- University Placement
ÅAdmissions Counselors meet regularly with students to assist 

with the university admissions process. 

ÅServices include

-Orientation to admissions process 

-Guidance in selecting appropriate university options

ÅAssistance with applications

-Meeting deadlines

-Registering for required exams

-Completing and submitting required forms

-Monitoring admission status

- University Course Auditing
ÅStudents with advanced English proficiency attend a 

semester - long course at a local college or university.

http://www.tiec.org/uex/
http://www.tiec.org/uex/
http://www.tiec.org/uex/
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Preparing My English Language Ability for 
Study at a U.S. University

ÅTexas Intensive English Program (TIEP) 

ïSmall, multinational classes (8 -16 students)

ï7 levels of instruction - beginning to advanced 

ï20 classroom hours per week, plus homework, 
laboratories and optional elective classes

TIEP students in class
TIEP students on a field trip to the 

Blanton Museum

http://www.tiec.org/tiep/index.html
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Preparing My English Language Ability for 
Study at a U.S. University

ÅTexas Intensive English Program(TIEP)

- Foundations of English

ÅBeginning to low - intermediate levels

ÅBasic listening, speaking, grammar, reading, 
writing and vocabulary through simplified audio, 
video and reading materials and varied activities 
such as discussions, dialogues, short videotaped 
presentations, pronunciation, basic 
compositions, personal journals, class 
newspapers, class booklets, etc.

http://www.tiec.org/tiep/index.html
http://www.tiec.org/tiep/foundations.php
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Preparing My English Language Ability for 
Study at a U.S. University

ÅTexas Intensive English Program (TIEP)

- English for Academic Purposes

ÅIntermediate to advanced levels for students who plan 
to enter an undergraduate or graduate program in an 
American college or university

ÅListening: lectures, discussions, note - taking, TOEFL 
practice

ÅSpeaking: academic discussions and presentations, 
debates, panels, conversations, pronunciation

ÅReading/Vocabulary: academic, technical, and general 
topics, vocabulary and idioms, TOEFL practice

ÅWriting and Grammar: compositions, essays, research 
paper, journals, word processing, TOEFL practice

ÅProjects: internet and library research, academic 
projects

http://www.tiec.org/tiep/index.html
http://www.tiec.org/tiep/academic.php
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Preparing My English Language Ability for 
Study at a U.S. University

ÅTexas Intensive English Program (TIEP) - since 
1965

- Accredited by the Commission on English Language 
Programs Accreditation (CEA)

- Experienced, professionally - trained teachers with native 
English speaker proficiency, M.A.s or Ph.D.s, overseas 
experience, and a minimum of 2 yearsô teaching experience 
(many have ten years or more)

- Comprehensive student services: assistance with visas, 
housing, medical problems, university applications, new 
student orientation, field trips, social activities

- Institutional TOEFL and Open TOEIC® Test Center
- Authorized under Federal Law to issue SEVIS Form I -20
- Reasonable cost

http://www.tiec.org/tiep/index.html
http://www.cea-accredit.org/
http://www.cea-accredit.org/
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TOEFL Waiver

ÅTIEP has a TOEFL waiver program in which 
certain Texas public universities will waive the 
TOEFL admission requirement for students who 
successfully complete advanced coursework at 
TIEP .

TIEP Conversation Club

http://www.tiec.org/tiep
http://www.tiec.org/tiep/students_testing.php
http://www.tiec.org/tiep/index.html

